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Dear Readers,
Greetings and warm welcome to Sofia City® Info
Guide.
Sofia has its unique charm during the summer,
especially in August. The rhythmus of city and people
is calm and tranquil and the atmosphere is wonderful.
Because of that reason the perfect plan for the Sundays
involves the 7th edition of Sofia disha 2016 (Sofia
breaths). The Festival for Urban Culture closes some
of the street of Sofia for a day and they become an
open-air scene for artists and creators.
The summer in Bulgaria has so much to offer. The
Summer Festival 2016 organized by Sofia Opera and
Ballet will take place on the Belogradchik Rocks at the
begging of the month. The amazing program includes
also performances at the Magura Cave – definitely an
extraordinary event that you shouldn’t miss.
This month we are taking our time to explore our
homeland and we are going to travel through the
country searching for new stories to share with you
very soon. Have a nice summer and thank you for
your curiosity about Bulgaria. Search for the other
editions of City® Info Guides about Plovdiv, Varna and
Burgas as well.
We are hoping that you will plan another trip to Bulgaria
any time soon.
Do not hesitate to contact us if you have any photos and
stories you want to share with us.
See you next time,
Lyubina Panayotova
Editor

www.cityinfoguides.com
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4 Bulgaria in Brief
Welcome to bulgaria

Welcome to one of the oldest European states with
6000-years old gold treasures, a centre of ancient
civilizations, a country that hosts the sanctuary
of the mystical singer Orpheus and gave to the
Slavonic people the Cyrillic alphabet.
Bulgaria is a small country by area and population,
but it was this spectacular piece of land that God
Almighty blessed with unearthly beautiful nature,
proud people and rich cultural heritage.
Bulgarians are also quite hospitable nation – they
will greet you like dear guests, they will open their
hearts and homes for you and they will see you
off with sincere wishes to come back soon again.

FACTS & FIGURES
Population:
7 364 570
Area:
110 993 sq. km
Language:
Bulgarian
Religion:
Orthodox
Average summer temperatures:
26° to 30°C
Average winter temperatures:
-5° to 5°C
Time zone:
GMT +2 (Apr-Sept GMT +3)
Country dialing code:
00 359
Internet country code:
.bg
Administrative division: 28 regions 263municipalities
Capital:
Sofia (population 1 291 591)
Major Cities: Plovdiv (671 918), Varna (468 220),
Bourgas (409 018)
Bulgarian Lev is pegged to the EURO (EURO 1 ≈
BGN 1, 95).

History

The Bulgarian state was founded circa 681 as
a union of the new-settled Proto-Bulgarians, of
seven Slavonic tribes who have already settled this
territory and with the inclusion of some smaller
ethnical groups (Thracians and others).
The Thracians were a tribal society who inhabited a
vast area in Central and Southeastern Europe. They
were well-known in the Ancient world for making
filigree gold and silver jewelry. The great Homer
described in his masterpiece Iliad a Thracian king,
having “the biggest and the most handsome horses
I have ever seen, /whiter than snow and swifter
than the winds/and a chariot finely wrought with
silver and gold.”
The newly established state acquired political
recognition from the Byzantine Empire in 681 A.D.
The state was ruled by its founder Khan Asparuh,
the leader of the proto-Bulgarians and the first
Bulgarian capital was Pliska.
During that period the Slavic alphabet was created
in 855. It was called Cyrillic alphabet, named after

St. Cyril, and corresponded perfectly to the phonetic
riches and needs of the Slavonic-Bulgarian language.
As of today more than 250 million people in Europe
and Asia use the Cyrillic alphabet for their national
languages and half of them are from Russia. With the
accession of Bulgaria to the EU, the Cyrillic alphabet
became the third official one of the union.
Another major historical landmark took place in this
period when Knyaz Boris I converted the state to
Orthodox Christianity in 864.
The First Bulgarian State stretched gradually from
Transylvania in the north, to the Aegean Sea in the
south, from the Black Sea in the east and to the Adriatic
Sea in the west. It fell to the Byzantines in 1018 after
it had been conquered by the Emperor Vassileios II.
The Second Bulgarian State, established in 1185 at
Veliko Tarnovo, reinstated the borders of the First
Bulgarian Kingdom and a second Golden Age began
during which Bulgaria expanded its borders to the
shores of Black, Aegean and Adriatic seas.
From 1396 to 1878 the country was under the rule (the
so called ‘yoke’) of the Ottoman Empire.
Sofia became the capital of Bulgaria after the Veliko
Tarnovo Constitution was accepted in 1879. From
1878 (liberation from the rule of the Ottoman Empire)
to 1944, Bulgaria enjoyed a brief but unstable period
of relative freedom. After 1944 the Communist Party,
led by its leader Georgi Dimitrov, took the power as a
result of almost bloodless coup d’état and proclaimed
Bulgaria for a “People’s Republic” in 1946 after
a controversial referendum. The Communist regime
lasted until November 10th, 1989 when Bulgaria
peacefully ousted the Communist Party leader Todor
Zhivkov.
One of the first signs of Bulgaria’s democratization after
1989 was the establishment of a multi-party system.
The new Constitution of the Republic of Bulgaria,
adopted on July 12, 1991, proclaimed the country as
a parliamentary republic. On March 29, 2004 Bulgaria
joined NATO, and on January 1st, 2007 the country
became a member of the European Union.
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Religion
A full freedom of the religious denominations is
proclaimed in the Constitution of the Republic of
Bulgaria.
According to the census from 2011, 76% of the
population are Eastern Orthodox Christians, 10 % are
Muslims, 0.8% - Catholics, 1.1% are Protestants and
0,2 % belong to other religions.

Official Language and Alphabet
The official language is Bulgarian and the official
alphabet is Cyrillic. The Bulgarian language belongs
to the group of the Slavonic languages. SerboCroatian and Russian are the most similar languages
to it. Other languages as English, German, French,
Russian and Spanish are spoken and used frequently
by 40 % of the population.

Topography

The country’s relief is varied (from 0 to 2,925 m
above the sea level) and above 60 % of the territory
are forests and mountainous. The most famous
mountains are: Rila (with the highest mountain peak
on the Balkan Peninsula Mussala – 2 925 m), Pirin
(Vihren Peak – 2 914 m), the Central Balkan (Botev
Peak – 2 376 m), the Rhodope Mountains (Golyam
Perelik Peak – 2 191 m) and Vitosha Mountain near
Sofia (Cherni Vrah Peak – 2 290 m).
Numerous natural phenomena are scattered across
the country: mountain passes and gorges, rockpyramids and bizarre rock formations, numerous
caves and waterfalls, beautiful lakes. Some of the
most famous natural sights are: the Melnik Pyramids,
the Fossil Forest, the Belogradchik Rocks; the gorges
of the rivers Trigradska in the Rhodopes and Erma
near the town of Tran, Vratsata; the valleys of the
rivers Iskar, Struma and Mesta, the canyon of the
Roussenski Lom River; the Srebarna Lake; the rock
monastery Aladja off the city of Varna, etc.
There is a great diversity of karsts forms, among
them there are 4,600 caves. The deepest cave in
Bulgaria is Raichova Dupka (387 m deep), and the
longest is Duhlata (17,600 m long). The best known
caves are the Ledenika, the Magurata and the Saeva
Dupka, the caves in the Balkan range and also the
caves in the Rhodope Mountains- the Snezhanka,
the Yagodinskata, the Dyavolsko Garlo, and the
Uhlovitsa Caves.

Waters
Bulgaria boasts a huge variety and number of mineral
springs of various chemical compositions, suitable
for prophylaxis and treatment for many diseases.
There are about 600 mineral water sources in
Bulgaria with more than 1,600 springs, located

mainly at the mountain outskirts. There are many
spa resorts situated in Bankya, Velingrad and
Sandanski. Worth to mention are also the mineral
baths of Stara Zagora, Narechen, Sliven and
Haskovo, as well as Kyustendil, Varshets, Hissarya,
Merichleri, Momin Prohod and Kostenets.
Beautiful lakes lie hidden in the cirques of Rila and
Pirin Mountains. There are also dams, surrounded
by impressive nature, such as Iskar Dam, Batak
Dam, Dospat Dam and etc.

Flora and Fauna
Bulgaria is still rich in locations where the natural
beauty has been preserved almost unspoiled and
the flora demonstrates remarkable diversity. A
total of 12 360 species have been found in our
country. There are more than 12 National parks
across the country with various natural reserves
on their territory. The Bulgarian endemic plants,
which are to be found nowhere else in the world,
include more than 250 species: Rila Primrose,
Balkan Violet, Bulgarian Blackberry, Rhodope Tulip,
etc. Forests abound with various wild fruits – all
of them of proven and distinctive flavor. There is
also a great diversity of animal species. Bulgaria’s
fauna numbers more than 13,000 representatives.
Rare mammal species are also to be found in the
country.

Communication

The country offers a relatively good highway
network, including six international highways, which
connect Europe with the Orient, and the North with
the South part of the continent. Four out of the ten
Trans-European corridors cross the territory of
Bulgaria – IV, VIII, IX and X.
For more information about the main roads and
motorways in Bulgaria check out the table below:
Motorway

From:

To:

km

A1 Trakia

Sofia

Burgas

360

A2 Hemus

Sofia

Varna

433

A3 Struma

Pernik

Kulata

156

A4
Maritsa

Chirpan

K.Andreevo

117

A5 Cherno
More

Varna

Burgas

95

A6 Lyulin

Sofia

Pernik

19

A7
Kalotina

Sofia

Kalotina

50

The first airline in the country, Sofia-Burgas, was
opened in 1947. Today there are four Bulgarian
airports, servicing commercial airlines: Burgas
Airport (BOJ), Plovdiv Airport (PDV), Sofia Airport
(SOF) and Varna Airport (VAR).
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Petrol stations on the territory of the Republic of
Bulgaria offer petrol with octane numbers 92, 98 and
95 H-unleaded, as well as diesel fuel.
Railway roads have total length of 6 500 km and most
of them is operated by electric powered engines.

ATTENTION: Driving road vehicles on the Vignette
Network without a valid vignette is a violation and
subject to sanctions in accordance to the Road Traffic
Law. Assess carefully the duration of your stay and
buy appropriate vignette.

Border and Customs Regulations

On the 1st of January 2007 Bulgaria joined the
European Union. Visitors arriving from the EU don’t
need a visa, but should carry a passport or other
valid identity document confirming the nationality of
the bearer.
Citizens of some non-EU countries may travel to
Bulgaria for tourism and business purposes without
a visa if the planned stay in Bulgaria does not exceed
90 days. For further information visit the website of
the Bulgarian Embassy or Consulate in your country.
All other foreigners may cross the border of the
Republic of Bulgaria if they hold a valid passport and
an appropriate visa (Airport Transit Visa, Transit Visa,
Regular Visa or Work Visa). As of 2012, Schengen
visa holders have the right for a stay of up to 30
days within 6 months period, without a short-stay
Bulgarian visa.
Visitors must have proof of sufficient funds (according
to the duration and the conditions of their stay)
and onward or return tickets in addition to other
documents needed for the next destination. Valid
health insurance is required.
All visitors of Bulgaria, other than EU nationals, must
register as foreigners at the passport directorate
on 48, Maria Luisa Blvd. (9th–12th Counter) within
five days of their arrival. This registration is usually
done as a matter of course through the hotel or
accommodation establishment. Immigration and entry
regulations are very strictly enforced.
Passports of all visitors should be valid for at least six
months on entry for those requiring a visa, and three
months on entry for visa exempt nationals other than
those from EU countries, whose passports must be
valid for the period of stay.

Vignette System
The Vignette system is valid for the National Road
Network, except for the ring roads and by-pass
roads of populated areas as well as the roads within
populated areas. Buying a vignette, you have the
right to use over 300 km of motor ways and over
18 000 km of roads for the period specified on the
vignette sticker.
Where to buy a vignette from?
There are more than 3000 points of sale, incl. gasstations, post offices, banks etc..You can also buy a
vignette from all border-crossing points (BPCs) of the
Republic of Bulgaria. There you will find the units of
REA (designated with the relevant mark). These units
are open 24 hours. The prices of vignettes are in BGN.

CITY
INFO
GUIDES
.com
For more info, search for Varna,
Burgas and Plovdiv City Info Guide,
www.cityinfoguides.com
“Bulgaria in miniatures”- a mobile guide
A unique information system was launched on the
Bulgarian National Holiday (3 March) 2006, which
cannot be found anywhere else in Europe.
Bulgarian and non-Bulgarian visitors alike can now
receive information about some of the most popular
historical monuments and natural phenomena in
Bulgaria. “Bulgaria in miniatures” is a mobile guide
created with the support of the three national mobile
phone providers. The most significant historical
monuments and natural sites in the capital and
other towns have now been sign-posted with
specially assigned number which visitors could
dial in order to find information about them in
Bulgarian and English. The sites in Sofia include:
Alexander Nevski Cathedral, Saint Sophia Basilica,
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, the Monument
of Tsar Osvoboditel, the National Arts Gallery, the
National Foreign Art Gallery, Sofia City Hall, Ivan
Vazov’s House-Museum, the National Theatre of
Ivan Vazov, the Parliament Building, the Unknown
Soldier Monument, Saint George Rotund, Sofia
University of Kliment Ohridski, Bulgarian National
Bank, Boyana Church, the National Library of Cyril
and Mehtodius, Vasil Levski Monument, Vasil
Levski Stadium, and The Russian church of Saint
Nicolas.
The price for the service is 1.20 leva per minute
incl. VAT with the call duration varying between 3
and 5 minutes depending on the site.

Unesco Heritage
The UNESCO List of World Heritage now features
over 300 landmarks in our country. Nine Bulgarian
wonders - seven cultural and two natural sites – are
included among them: Rila Monastery, Nessebar,
The Kazanluk Tomb, The Sveshtari Tomb, The
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Madara Horseman, The Boyana Church, The Ivanovo
Rock Monasteries, Pirin National Park, Sreburna
Lake.

Shkembe chorba – tripe soup with garlic, vinegar
and chili, quite tasty if you can bring yourself to try it
Tarator – cold yoghurt and cucumber soup.

Rural Tourism

Meat Dishes

In the recent years village tourism in Bulgaria
successfully competes with similar activities in other
European countries. The stay in a Bulgarian village
provides a unique opportunity to submerge in a
traditional environment and lifestyle, which spans
over the ages. Just imagine magical views, charming
villas, guest houses and family hotels, organic food,
hospitable local people, over 600 mineral springs, the
scent of the rose oil and you will gain only a glimpse
of what awaits you in the Bulgarian countryside.

Adventure Tourism
Adventure tourism in Bulgaria is gaining strong
momentum because all regions of the country are
equally suitable for high-adrenaline thrills. In most of
the mountains you can enjoy incredible rock caves,
climb amazing peaks, and finally, soar in the skies
with a paraglider. Some of our famous resorts like
Bansko, Borovets and Pamporovo offer plenty of
opportunities to practice winter extreme sports.

Bulgarian cuisine
Local cuisine in Bulgaria is a colorful mix of oriental
and Balkan dishes. While the shopska salad,
the Rhodope banitsa pastry and the tarator an
enthusiastic welcome, the boza (a drink made of
fermented millet) and the tripe soup could may
not please your taste but you should at least try
them. Bulgarian cuisine consists of plenty of fresh
vegetables, eaten raw, roasted or stewed with meat
in terra-cotta pots, lots of garlic, onions, sunflower
oil and spices. Influences of Bulgaria’s neighbours,
Turkey and Greece are also present in dishes such
as ‘sarmi’ (stuffed vine leaves), moussaka and
baklava. A salad and rakia (Bulgarian schnapps) are
the obligatory start for a meal.
You may find some traditional Bulgarian Dishes,
listed below which are worth trying:

Salads
Shopska salata – chopped tomatoes, cucumbers,
onions and peppers sprinkled with Bulgarian white
cheese
Snezhanka – thick creamy yoghurt with chopped
cucumber or gherkins, walnuts and garlic
Kyopolou – roasted aubergines, peppers, loads of
garlic, parsley

Soups
Bob chorba – traditional bean soup with plenty of
herbs

Kavarma – meat and vegetable stew, usually served
in individual pots
Kyufteta – spicy meat balls
Kebaptcheta – spicy minced grilled meat, look like
sausages

Vegetarian Dishes
Kashkaval (or sirene) pane – fried yellow (or white)
cheese
Chushki byurek – fried peppers stuffed with egg
and cheese
Sirene po shopski – white cheese, egg, tomatoes
and peppers baked in a pot.

Desserts

The Garash torta is the Bulgarian equivalent of the
Sacher Torte, made from eggs, walnuts and cocoa.

Snacks

Snacks (‘zakuska’) are available almost everywhere
in tiny shops or from stands on the street.
Banitsa – fillo dough pastry filled with white cheese
Gevrek – like a very dry bagel, sold from big bags
on street corners.

Homemade Alchohol
Rakia – A type of high-grade liquor is a magic drink no
one can resist. If you are invited to a Bulgarian home,
your host will proudly offer you some aged „slivovitza“
(plum rakia) or „grozdanka“ (made of grapes). The very
first glass is certain to raise your spirit but after the third
one you may have a splitting headache on the next
day. „Drink in moderation” is a recommendation left to
everyone’s best judgment.
Bulgarian wines – Wine producing in Bulgaria has a
long history and traditions, dating back to the Thracians.
In1980 Bulgaria was the world’s second largest wine
producer. In nowadays the county is still one of the
biggest exporters of wine in the world. All Bulgarian wine
styles keep their recipes as a secret, but they will amaze
you with their taste, high-quality and affordable prices.
You should try for sure the red varieties Mavrud, Melnik
and Gamza, and white one – Keratsuda.

Tips
Features About Bulgarians
• One unique feature is that Bulgarians most often nod
for ‘no’ and shake their heads for ‘yes’. Watch out! It can
lead to a funny confusion.
• It is common courtesy to take flowers when invited to
someone’s home. These should be an odd number i.e. 3,
5 or 7 stems. 2, 4 or 6 stems are taken only at funerals.
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12Festival
Bulgaria
Briefculture and art „Sofia Breathes”
for in
urban
starts in August

For seven years in a row the city of Sofia will live in the rhythm of the summer festival for
urban culture “Sofia Breathes.” Guests and tourist could join into the festive locations every
Sunday from 7th to 28th of August. The event traditionally will transform selected central
streets in Sofia into open places for arts, sports, local food. In general “Sofia Breathes”
aim to provide open city places for people and culture in our city. These are the main locations of the festival this year:
• 07.08.2016 /Sunday/ - „Ivan Denkoglu“ str. „Lavele“ str. „Tsar Samuil“ str., „Bistritsa” str.
• 14.08.2016 /Sunday/ - „Moskovska“ str. ; „11th August“str.; „Dunav“ str.
• 21.08.2016 /Sunday/ - „Kniaz Aleksander I“str.;. „Saborna“ str.
• 28.08.2016 /Sunday/ - „Aleksander Stamboliisky“ blvd
This year “Sofia Breathes” presents a new developed-zone model consisting of five
thematic areas: Creative Zone “Staropramen”; Bazar area; Relax zone; Sports Zone
“Decatlon”; Children’s area.
The division into zones this year focuses on the cultural program and on presented art
projects there. Many of them are designed exclusive for this edition of “Sofia Breathes”
also many of them are specially adapted for a specific location. Most projects in the
Creative Zone “. Most of Bulgarian independent art could meets its audiences and live in
a public spaces.
The main highlights of this year edition of “Sofia Breathes” are:
- Visual arts presenting works of Stella Gecheva, Zlatin Orlov, Stoyan Nikolov-Zikov, Angela
Pentcheva, Nikolai Gornishki, Eli Tsonov Nikola Mihov and project People of Sofia street
photography and illustrators Zachary Popov, Tochka Ilieva, Campaign Give Cyrillic, which
presents some illustrators and designers presenting the advantages of Cyrillic alphabet.
- In the area of performance we can attend in Stanislav Genadiev and Violeta Vitanova
performance , Stand Up comedy by young artists, circus arts with Cirque cases Lyulin,
schools of dance Irish dance, Afro samba, and music projects for beginners performers
“Vocalized it.”
- Every Sunday the music scene will be occupied by names in electronic and hip-hop

photos by Yana Punkina
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scene in Bulgaria, Subfactor, Ninja Sound Academy, and in literature will find unreleased
works of young artists from the group Pisatelibezknigi and young authors of Bulgarian
publishers.
- This year, “Sofia Breathes’ first integrated program of short films, video art, music and
fashion videos from Bulgarian and foreign authors.
Another important element from the development of the festival is the support of social
causes. Each thematic area stands behind a specially chosen one : Creative Zone
“Staropramen” - Support of creative talents in Bulgaria; Bazar area - Support for the
creative industries in Bulgaria; Relax Zone - Support for disadvantaged people; Sports
Zone “Decatlon” - Healthy lifestyle for everyone; Children’s Zone - No to violence against
children.

More about the festival at: sofiadisha.com
The festival “Sofia Breathes” is part of the Calendar of Cultural Events of Sofia
Municipality. The festival is supported by Staropramen and partners: Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Bulgaria, Sofia Airport, Right Rental (Master Tent),
Sports shops Decatlon, Law Office Popov & Partners.
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SOFIA CITY REGION

Population:
Area:

1 291 591
1 310, 8 sq. km
(1.2% of the national territory)
Area dialing code:
+ 359 (0) 2
Main city:		
Sofia (capital)
The capital city of Bulgaria is situated in the
geographic center of Southeastern Europe thus
serving as a natural bridge to the Middle East. The
city is easily accessible being only two hours away
by plane from the Central European capitals Vienna
and Budapest, and provided with an easy transport
connection to the other big European cities. The
tourists and business travelers have a smooth way
into the city, its airport servicing 295 regular flights
per week, operated by 20 foreign and 6 Bulgarian
airlines, covering to about 40 destinations all over
the world.

Land

The region occupies the central part of the Sofia
Plain (with average altitude of 550 m) and it is
encircled by the Balkan Mountains (in the north) and
the Vitosha Mountain and the Lyulin Mountain (in
the south). The area has an abundance of curative
mineral springs (Gorna Banya, Ovcha Kupel,
Bankya). The Vitosha Mountain is an international
winter sports destination.

Climate

Sofia Municipality
33, Moskovska Str. (map E3)
& 02 937 73 03
www.sofia.bg
largest city in Bulgaria.
The motto of the city is “Growing without aging”,
approved by the City Council in 1900.
During the years of the totalitarian communist
regime (9 September 1944 – 10 November 1989)
Sofia has became the most important national
economic, academic and cultural centre. From the
epoch of the so called “socialist growth”, however,
the capital inherited a great deal of problems, the
resolving of which are at present the top priority of
the democratically elected City council of Sofia.
Near Sofia lies the Boyana church, which is one
of the most valuable memorials of Bulgarian
and European culture also listed as a “UNESCO
heritage”. The church is full of wonderful frescoes,
acclaimed by specialists as “the best examples of
Eastern mediaeval art during its twelve centuries
history”.

The capital city enjoys hot summers, snowy winters
and beautiful springs and autumns.

People, Towns and Culture

Through the Centuries

The population of Sofia is almost 1.5 million people
with a high to average population density. In the past
couple of years the unemployment rate in the city
has been the lowest in the country. The workforce
in Sofia is highly educated, motivated and flexible.
The city creates and develops 80% of the intellectual
recourse in the country with 19 universities situated
on its territory.
Sofia has been the capital of Bulgaria since April
3, 1879. It is the permanent seat of the National
Assembly (the Parliament), the President, the
Council of Ministers, the central governing bodies
of various agencies, political parties and public
organizations. Sofia accommodates also the cultural
institutions in Bulgaria.

Founded seven thousand years ago, Sofia is the
second oldest European city. It has been given
several names in the course of history. While walking
on the streets of Sofia today, people can still see the
remnants from older civilizations can still be seen.
Serdika was the name of the central dwelling of the
ancient Thracian tribe known as “Serdi”. It bored that
name when it became part of the Bulgarian state at
the beginning of the ninth century and was soon
recognized as one of the most important feudal
towns. At that point in time the city acquired the
Slavic name Sredets.
The decline of Sofia during the Ottoman Empire
was followed by its rejuvenation after its liberation
in 1879, when Sofia was chosen as the capital of
Bulgaria at the First National Constituent Assembly in
Veliko Tarnovo. In the next decades the architectural
plans of 1881-1882 for the renovation of the city
were followed by a brisk and straight-forward period
of construction and soon Sofia has became the

Economy

Sofia is the biggest and the most dynamic center of
the economic life in Bulgaria. The Gross Domestic
Product (GDP), generated in Sofia, forms around
29% of the national GDP. Half of the foreign direct
investments in Bulgaria are concentrated in the
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capital. One third of the annual tax revenues in
the national budget come from Sofia. The service
sector is far more developed than the production
one. Industry plays a secondary role and the most
developed sectors are machine tool engineering and
metal processing, metallurgy, food and beverage
production, paper and textile industries. The private
sector in Sofia is forming 90% of the city economy.

Banks and Exchange

Money can be exchanged safely at most banks and also
at reputable exchange bureaus. (Hotels and airports
tend to give less favorable rates). Exchange bureaus
are required to display clearly the exact exchange rates
and they are no longer allowed to charge a commission
for money exchange, so check this first. For a valid
exchange rates you can check the web-site of the
Bulgarian national bank - www.bnb.bg.
Banking hours run from 08.30 to 16.30 Monday
to Friday. Some banks are also open till 17.00.
There are also some bank offices situated in big
commercial centers which are open till 22.00 and
through the weekends. Exchange bureaus are
usually open from 09.00 until 17.00 or 18.00 and
stay open later in the summer. Some of them are
open 24 hours throughout the summer. Sofia has
plenty of ATMs, with particular concentration in the
city center. European and North American debit and
credit cards are accepted in the country.

Airport Information
For flight information: www.sofia-airport.bg
Located 10 km (6 miles) east of the city centre, the
busy two-terminal airport is linked to the most of
the world capitals. The bright, modern and smokefree Sofia Airport has the capacity to serve 2.5
million passengers. The new “Terminal 2” building
is designed with special attention to disabled
passengers. A large parking lot is located in front of
the old terminal building. A new multi-level parking
garage providing 820 parking spaces is linked to the
departures area of the new passenger terminal. The
car parks are open non-stop and parking fee is 2 to
3 leva per hour. Avoid taking airport taxis other than
“O.K. Supertrans”, which provides services to the
city centre for BGN 10/ Euro 5. The regular N84 bus
line covers the route Sofia Airport–Sofia University.
You can also get on the subway. Sofia Metro Line 1
connects Sofia Airport to many central locations and
provides many other connections through the city. If
you switch trains from Line 1 to Line 2 at Serdika
Metro Station, you can travel to the Sofia Central Bus
Station and Sofia Central Railway Station. The metro
system is working from 05.30 am until the midnight

hours on working days and weekends/holidays.
The metro station at Sofia Airport is located in the
eastern part of Terminal 2, for easy access follow
the blue marking lines on the floor at the public area
at the Terminal 2. If your flight arrives at Terminal 1
you can take the free-of-charge shuffle bus between
the two terminal buildings.

Transport

The street names are written in Cyrillic, which might
make finding your bearings harder. Therefore if the
map is not sufficient, please ask a local to show
you the way. In many places around the city centre
there are large billboards with a public transport city
map in English, which may also serve as a point of
direction and reference.
Driving in Sofia may be a traumatic a experience
particularly, during rush hours (8.00-10.00 h and
17.00-19.00 h). Traffic jams are inevitable along the
central city roads and the busier peripheral capital
boulevards. A common occurrence along the A1
and A2 motorways, and the international E 79 route,
are the Friday night and Sunday afternoon queues of
traffic as a lot of capital resident’s drive in and out
to the countryside.
In the event of an accident, the traffic police (KAT –
165, 02 982 49 01) should be called and a report
will have to be filed. The process is lengthy but
necessary for any insurance claims. (Check with
your rent-a-car company about formalities!) At
the event of a breakdown, there is a 24-hour Road
Assistance service: 02 91 146, from cell phone:
146.
The central dispatch office is open 24 hours a day
and is located at 3, Pozitano Str. (02 980 33 08).
English and German are the spoken languages there.
Charges for towing range – there is a basic fee of
Euro 10 plus Euro 1.40 per km. The usual waiting
time is between 5 and 30 minutes.

Car Parks

The main car parking areas in the centre are:
• Makedonia Sq.
• TZUM (Maria Luiza Blvd.)
• The corner of Evlogi Georgiev Blvd. and Gurko Str.
• The corner of Evlogi Georgiev and Yanko Sakazov
Blvd.
• The corner of Frityof Nansen and Bulgaria Blvd.
(NDK, underground)
• NDK (Vitosha Blvd.)
You may park for up to 2 hours in the city centre,
in the designated “blue zones” and 4 hours in the
“green zones”: opposite the Parliament, by the
National Art Gallery, off Rakovski Street near the
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Cathedral, etc. The fee for up to one hour parking
is 2 leva. Vouchers are usually sold by attendants in
these locations and they will help you fill them out.
(Please note: some car parks are privately run and
prices vary).
Use your common sense and don’t park in restricted
zones even if everyone else seems to be doing
so. Sofia City Council are hot on the heels of their
Western counterparts with yellow wheel clamps, and
if that’s not bad enough they’ll even tow your car
away, usually to the car park near the Hilton Hotel or
the one next to the Central Railway Station.

Postal Services

Central post station –
6, Gen. Y.V. Gurko Str. (7-20.30h)
Main postal rates: small letters - 0.60lv. (For BG)
Package (parcels) 0-1kg - 2.15lv. (For BG),
23.70 - 46.90lv.(for EU) to 5kg - 3lv.(For BG),
43.20-179.90lv.(For EU).

Public Transport

Sofia offers cheap and extensive public transport.
There are trams, buses, and trolley buses as well as
2 lines of the city subway which covers most parts
of the city (Please see map for details!). There is also
a fleet of privately run “Marsh-route taxis”, which
covers more obscure routes. (Ticket price 1.50 lv.
Pay the driver as you get on and ask for your receipt.)
Public transport runs daily approximately from 5.30
till 23.00.
The tickets for all kinds of Sofia public transport cost
1 BGN for a single trip. Travel cards: One day, all lines
– 4.00 leva; One month, all lines – 50.00 leva.
Single trip tickets are sold at kiosks and newspaper
stands at the major stops or by the driver of the
vehicle. You have to check them inside the vehicle
(Look for the metal punch on the walls of the vehicle.
The punchers are mostly painted in orange).
If you wish to transfer, you must use another single
trip ticket. If your luggage exceeds the size 60x40x40
you have to punch a second ticket. The same rule
applies if you travel together with your pet. Tickets
are inspected at random by conductors. The fine is
20.00 leva.

Bus Lines

The Central Bus Station, Knyaginya Maria Luiza Blvd.
100 (See the location on the map.).
A waiting room (1500 sq. m. total area) and 57
ticket desks are situated at the ground floor. The
tickets payment can be done in cash or by debit and

credit cards. Ask at the information desk if you need
any help to buy a ticket for your destination. About
2 250 travelers per hour pass through the waiting
room which also offer a lot of comfort while you
are waiting.

Railway

Central Railway Station (Tsentralna Gara), Knyaginya
Maria Luiza Blvd. 102 A (See the location on the
map.). www.bdz.bg
This is the main railway station with regular daily
services to many destinations in Bulgaria and abroad.
Train travel is relatively cheap if you are prepared to
put up with longer travelling times. On the other
hand for those who feel daunted driving–it is a more
relaxing way to see the country. First class is quite
affordable. You must book your seats before your
trip.

Taxi

All legal and registered taxi cabs must be yellow and
operated by meter. Rates per km are between 0.79
– 0.96 leva. Any starting and call-out charges must
be displayed on the back side windows according to
the law.

Travelers with Disabilities

Sofia isn’t the best place in the world to visit if you
have mobility problems or other physical disabilities.
Although all public buildings are required to be
wheelchair-accessible and provide suitable toilet
facilities, this is still a matter of future development.

Daily Costs

By Western European standards, Sofia is very
reasonably priced, especially regarding to the most
basic items – from food to clothing. As for dining and
drinking, the sheer number of restaurants and bars
keep the prices down.
On the other hand, accommodation in Sofia is
generally more expensive than in the rest of the
country and prices are analogous to the average
European ones.
If you are prepared to buy your own lunch, stay in
hostels and stick to the least expensive bars and
restaurants, you could scrape by on around BGN
70/Euro 35. If you are staying in a good B&B, eating
out in medium-range restaurants most of the nights
and drinking often in bars, you’ll go through at least
BGN 150/Euro 75. If you are planning to stay in the
best hotels and to have a big night out, you must
be prepared to spend at least BGN 500/Euro 250.
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Restaurant
POD LIPITE

Phone: 02 871 00 69, 02 971 71 62

1010

Phone: 02 871 00 69
02 971 71 62

Spring 2014

24 March - 11 April

28 April
- 16 May
1, Elin
Pelin
Str.
June
phone: 02/26 May
866- 1350
53
02/ 866 50 59
cell: 0886 80 12 27

Generally if you are traveling alone you’ll spend much
more on accommodation than you would in a group
of two or more. Most hotels do have single rooms,
but their prices are fixed at about 70-80 % of the price
of a double room.
Sofia offers fantastic choice of restaurants at
comparatively modest prices. The citizens and
visitors of the city can choose from more than
3000 restaurants, cafes and bars which offer an
excellent cuisine and a wide variety of good-quality
wines. Our recommendation is to avoid the extras
and concentrate on the main courses, which start
at around BGN 10/Euro 5. Tipping in a restaurant is
expected – around 10-15%, even when the service
has been dire. Taxi drivers expect a tip too, in the
same percentages.

Entertainment

The city is a pleasant location to live and have fun in.
Sofia’s appeal is in its cosmopolitan atmosphere and
various opportunities for entertainment and tourism.
The prices are definitely among the lowest in Europe.
(See the Daily cost section above).
Sofia is also the local point of cultural and artistic life
in the country and boasts above 30 movie theatres
and 20 theatre scenes, circa 30 museums and

Phone: 02 871 00 69
02 971 71 62

numerous art galleries and exhibition halls. The city
hosts a series of international concerts and festivals
and the ticket prices are significantly lower than in
other countries in Central and Eastern Europe.

Medical Services

Have comprehensive travel and medical insurance to
cover the full period of your stay in the country.
If you are EU citizen, you need to take an EHIC with
you. The card gives you access to state-provided
medical treatment only. You will not be covered for
medical repatriation, on-going medical treatment or
treatment of a non-urgent condition. The standards
of medical care are excellent. The Accident and
Emergency Hospital for Sofia is the Pirogov hospital
at 21, Gen. Totleben Blvd., opposite the Rodina Hotel
( 02 915 44 11).
There is a ward for foreigners in the University
Hospital “Sv. Anna” in Mladost-1 ( 02 975 90 00).
Your Embassy may be able to refer you to a doctor
who speaks your language.
For emergencies use: Ambulance - 112
Other useful numbers:
24-hour pharmacies: & 178
PrivatePolyclinic: IMC - & 02 944 93 26
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SOFIA - THE CAPITAL

The Bulgarian capital carries the name of
St. Sofia, inspired by the name ot the church St.
Sofia, and is one of the oldest cities in Europe.
As early as the Neolithic age the territory of
the present-day million city was inhabited by
primitive societies. Archaeologists continue to
discover implements and tools from the Stone,
Copper and Bronze ages in the city and in its
vicinity.
Sofia’s rich history is illuminated by the
sanctity and symbolism of its name (Sofia – the
holy Lady of wisdom). In 4th c. AD, Emperor
Constantine the Great exclaimed – “Serdika is
my Rome”, with reference to the city, that saw
rise and fall, that assumed different faces, and
became known by different names – Serdika,
Sredets, Triaditsa and Sofia.
As early as the rule of the Roman Emperor
Marcus Ulpius Trayan (98-117) Serdika was
a polis described by the most distinguished
historians in Antiquity as “expansive and noble”,
as well as “big and famous”.
In the heart of the city that emerged 2800
years ago, rises the Saint Sofia Basilica – the
symbol which is the main element of the capital
city’s cote-of-arms. Erected in the early 6th
century, the temple became such an impressive
site of the town, that following the 14th century
everyone started referring to it with the name
Sofia, which replaced the Slavic name Sredets
used in the previous centuries. The toponym

Sredets was indicative of its central location on
the Balkan Peninsula.
The city situated in the centre of Moesia,
Thrace and Macedonia has been the official
centre of the Bulgarian nation for 127 years,
since shortly after the liberation of the country
from Ottoman rule, where it was declared the
capital of Bulgaria.
In the city named after an early Christian
temple and with almost a million and a half
population, there are more than 70 Eastern
Orthodox churches and monasteries, many of
which have become emblematic for the Bulgarian
capital whose the motto of which is: “Growing
without aging”.
The city centre is an eclectic mix of Stalin-era
neoclassical and West European architecture,
which enchants with its aristocratic atmosphere
feel and Eastern charm.
Sofia is the only European capital, situated in
the foothills of a mountain that rises up to 2500 m
in height and where the distance to modern skiruns is a mere 20 minute by car from its centre.
In Vitosha, which has been declared a National
Park, there are two reserves and a multitude of
natural sites with stunning beauty.
From ancient times, Sofia was well-known as
a spa centre, thanks to its 18 healing mineral and
thermal springs. Those springs are depicted on
its cote-of-arms and have been drawing settlers
and conquerors from ancient times to these days.
The cultural heritage of Sofia combines traces
from the civilizations of the Neolith andthe
Thracians, of the ancient Greeks and Romans,
of the Slavs and the proto-Bulgarians and the
Ottomans, These tribes and ethnicities molded
the face of the city through victories and defeats
and through consequent cultural influence. The
socialist realism and the dynamic changes of
modernity are still defining the development of
Sofia in quite controversial manner, but are also
part of its cultural heritage and inextinguishable
charm.
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Experience the spiritual energy
of the most beautiful churches
in the capital
• St. Alexander Nevsky Temple Church
- the largest Cathedral Temple on the Balkan
Peninsula.
• St. Sofia Church - one of the oldest churches
in Sofia, which gave its name to the city.
• St. George Rotunda - the oldest building in
Sofia, included in UNESCO’s World Heritage list.
• Boyana Church - beautifully preserved
monument of the Bulgarian medieval art with
over 240 murals. It is also entered in UNESCO’s
World Heritage list.
• Sofia Synagogue - the third largest Jewish
temple in Europe.
• Sveta Nedelya Cathedral Church - it is
located in the very heart of the city center and
has 800-years history.
• Russian Church “St. Nikolay” is one of
Sofia’s most attractive tourist landmarks and
is also preferred by the professional and nonprofessional photographers.
• The Banya Bashi Mosque was built in 16th
century and it is the only functioning mosque in
Sofia. The mosque is a remnant of the Ottoman
rule of Bulgaria.

Learn about the rich history
of the country by visiting Sofia’s
most famous museums
• The National History Museum is one of
the largest historical museums on the Balkans,
preserving over 650 cultural monuments and
artifacts.

• The Ethnographic Museum preserves and
exhibits over 50,000 artifacts illustrating the life
and the traditions of the Bulgarian people.
• The Archaeological Museum is the oldest
museum in the country and one of the largest in
Europe.
• The National Military History Museum
keeps the richest Bulgarian state collections of
weapons, uniforms, flags andphotographs.

Do not miss the symbols
of Bulgarian art and culture
• The National Art Gallery presents over
3,000 artworks by famous Bulgarian artists.
• The City Art Gallery of Sofia contains one
of the richest collection of Bulgarian art.
• The National Opera and Ballet Theatre
is the exact place, where you can hear world famous stars of the opera art and watch original
ballet performances.

Visit emblematic places where you
can feel the pulse of the capital
• The open-air art bazaar at the Alexander
Nevsky Square (mapE3)
• The most famous shopping and pedestrian
area is the Vitosha Boulevard offers plenty
of shops to splash out in and also many
modern cafeterias and restaurants for your
entertainment(mapB5;B3)
• The park in front of the National Palace of
Culture (NDK) (map D4)
• Vitosha National Park - the mountain which is
the local’s favorite hike and getaway destination
(map back)
Delight in the verve of Bulgarian folklore and
taste traditional Bulgarian hospitality by visiting
an authentic Bulgarian restaurant
Stay longer than planned and return again to the
city that carries the name which means Wisdom!

Sofia 1700,
3, Prof. Boyan Kamenov Str.
& 02/ 902 00 00
www.muzeiko.bg
Open: Tue - Sun, 10:00 – 18:00
“Muzeiko” is a modern science
center for children – the biggest
one in Eastern Europe. It offers its
visitors the opportunity to enjoy
13 theme exhibitions trough 130
interactive educational games
and different spaces for creative
activities.
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St. Alexander Nevski Temple
Church (map E3)

St. Nikolai Russian Church
(map D3)

The place for which all tourists make a beeline is the
St. Alexander Nevski Temple Church. The cathedral was
built in honour of the Russian Tsar Alexander II, also
called here the “Tsar Liberator”, whose army liberated
Bulgaria from the Ottoman rule, and was named after
St. Alexander Nevski, the patron Saint of the Tsar and
the Romanov dynasty. The foundation stone was laid
in 1882 but the building was not completed until 1912.

Built in 1912 by Russian workmen, this church
is situated on the corner of Tsar Osvoboditel
Blvd. and Benkovski Str. The church preserves
the typical style of Moscow’s decorative arts,
painting and architecture. The high dome is
surrounded by four smaller domes. The external
decoration of the Russian Church is a joy to
behold with its exquisite and rich colors.

St. George Rotunda Place
(map C3)

The Saint Sofia Basilica
(map E3)

The red brick rotunda church of St. George is
considered to be the oldest building in Sofia. It
is situated behind the Balkan Hotel, amid remains
of the ancient town of Serdica. Three layers of
frescoes have been discovered inside the church,
the earliest dating back to the 10th century.
Magnificent frescoes of 22 prophets over 2
meters tall crown the dome.

Is one of the four symbols on the capital’s coat of
arms. After long years of hard work on the project
by a large team of archeologists, historians,
architects and preservationists, the capital
residents and visitors will have the opportunity to
get in touch with the rich archeological heritage
of Sofia.

National Assembly
(map E3)

The University of Sofia
St. Kliment Ohridski
(map E4)

The Parliament (National Assembly) building,
listed as a cultural monument, is situated on the
square of the same name with Tsar Osvoboditel
Blvd. It was built in three stages from 1884
to 1928, on plans of the Viennese architect
Yovanovich. Above the main entrance runs the
slogan “Unity Makes Strength”.

is the oldest institution in Bulgaria,founded on
1 October, 1888. The edifice of the university
was constructed between 1924 and 1934 with
the financial support of the brothers Evlogi and
Hristo Georgievi, whose sculptures are now
featured on its facade.
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Sveta Nedelya Cathedral Church
(map C3)

Boyana Church
(map back)

Sveta Nedelya Cathedral Church - it is located
in the very heart of the city center and has
800-years history.The cathedral is home of the
Sofia bishopric part of the Bulgarian Patriarchate.
This medieval church has suffered destruction
through the ages and after many reconstructions
become one of the landmarks of Sofia.

Boyana Church - beautifully preserved monument
of the Bulgarian medieval art with over 240
murals. It testifies the significant contribution of
Bulgarian momumental painting to the Europeaon
culture in the Middle Ages and is also entered in
UNESCO’s World Heritage list.

Sofia Synagogue
(map C2)

The Banya Bashi Mosque
(map C2)

the third largest Jewish temple in Europe and the
largest in Southeastern Europe. It symbolized the
Jewish community of Bulgaria for over a century.
The central Synagogue is the only Jewish house
of worship in Sofia and one of the two functioning
in Bulgaria (with the one in Plovdiv).

The Banya Bashi Mosque was built in 16th century
and it is the only functioning mosque in Sofia.
The mosque is a remnant of the Ottoman rule of
Bulgaria. It’s name come from the phrase “Banya
Bashi”, which means “many baths”. The most
outstanding feature of the mosque is the fact that it
was actually built over natural thermal spas.

The Statue of Sofia
(map C3)

The Monument
Tsar Osvoboditel (map E4)

The Statue of Sofia, is a twenty-four-meter high
monument, It was erected in front of Unicredit
Bulbank in the city center in January 2001
replacing a communist-era monument of Lenin.
It weighs four tons and it is molded out of bronze
and forged copper.

is in the centre of Sofia. It was erected in honour
of Russian EmperorAlexander II who libered
Bulgaria of Ottoman rule.The monument was
completed on 15 September 1903 by italian
sculptor Amaldo Zocchi.
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Room Service
TV in All Rooms
Minibar in All Rooms
Airconditioned Rooms
Restaurant
Bar
Business Facilities
Swimming Pool
Fitness Facilities
Casino
Hotel Parking
Credit Cards
WiFi
Handicape
Room with good view
Please note: Number of stars according to the Bulgarian classification

hotels

2-4, Budapeshta Str.
h 2 map D3
& + 359 2 8 107 777
Public transport:
cell: 0886 10 77 77
Tm -20, 22; Metro
fax: +359 2 8 107 770
e-mail: hotel@arenadiserdica.com
www.arenadiserdica.com
Double rooms - 40, Suites - 23
Room rates: EURO 120 - 280
Strategically located in the heart of the city, right
next to the major government institutions, business
centers and banks, as well as some cultural and
historical places, the luxurious Arena di Serdica
Residence Hotel is an excellent choice for business
and cultural trips.

Grand Hotel Sofia
1, Gen. Yosif V. Gurko Str.
h 3 map D3
fax: +359 2 811 0801
Public transport:
Reservations:
Tb-9; Tm-12,17
& +359 2 811 0800
e-mail: reservations@grandhotelsofia.bg
Room rates: EURO 100-510
Located in the very city center, overlooking the City
garden on the doorstep of the National Theatre and
the City Art Gallery. The hotel features 105 unique
spacious rooms of over 50 sq.m. At guest’s disposal
are also 17 comfortable oversized suites including 2
Grand suites and 3 Panorama suites with balcony,
providing the finest lodging in Sofia. All rooms have
air condition with individually controlled temperature,
satellite and pay TV, inroom safe and electronic lock
system, separate bathtub and shower cabin, bathroom telephone. Direct international dial telephones,
voicemail messaging and high speed Internet
access. Conference facilities seating from 10 to
150, gourmet restaurant, café, lobby bar, Private
Lounge, Sofia club, health centre, indoor parking.

111, Alexandar Malinov Blvd.
h 5 map back
& 02 807 07 07
Public transport:
fax: 02 807 07 08
B-413,113,213
e-mail:info@holidayinnsofia.bg
www.hisofiahotel.com
Room rates: from EURO 70.00
The hotel offers luxurious bedrooms with flat
screen television, Hi-speed & Wi-Fi internet access
& separate bath & shower. International Executive
Chef providing variety of dining experiences ranging from informal all day Brasserie to “InCanto”
Fine Dining offering Mediterranean Cuisine. 9
state of art conference suites for between 10
to 300 delegates at highly competitive rates.
ESPRIT Fitness & Spa including 19 m indoor
swimming pool & gym with latest “Technogym”
equipment. In close proximity to airport and
downtown. Substantial parking available. 130
rooms (116 double/ twin/ 10 Executive/ 4 Suites).

Sofia Hotel Balkan
5, Sveta Nedelya Sq.
h 9 map C3
& 02 981 65 41
Public transport:
fax: 02 980 64 64
Metro; Tm-9,10, 12, 18
Room rates: EURO 135 - 225
Located in the heart of Sofia, it is ideally situated
just a stroll from the business and commercial
district. Recognized as one of the city’s grandest
hotels and architectural landmarks, the Sheraton
Sofia offers guests an exceptional experience of Bulgaria’s finest culture and service.
Archways of ceiling-high columns, distinctly
constructed doors and moldings, and imported Italian marble floors outline the lobby of
the hotel. Offers 184 splendid, soundproof
rooms and suites, including one Presidential
Suite, 17 spacious suites, 17 smart rooms
and 71 non-smoking rooms. Highlights include
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a complete 24-hour business center, shopping, hairdresser/beauty salon, 24-hour concierge and room service, butler service, laundry,
and dry cleaning available seven days a week.

HOTEL

6, Stara Planina Str.
phone +359 2 915 15 00
cell +359 885 650 665
6, Stara Planina
Str.
h 11 map E2
www.sofiacityhotel.com
& 02 915reservations@sofiacityhotel.com
15 00
Public transport:

27, Vasil Levski Blvd.
h 17 map C5
& 02 930 52 00
Public transport:
fax: 02 930 53 00
B-94, Tb-9,1, 2, 5, 8
hotel@hotel-downtown.net GPS: N 42.696895,
www.hotel-downtown.net
E 23.319111
offers a perfect setting for business and leisure.
59 air-conditioned, non-smoking guest rooms,
including 12 suites, all being a harmonious blend of
the cozy comfort of a home and luxurious amenities
of a hotel. Free Internet; Meeting facilities up to 60
persons; Restaurant and lobby bar; Fitness, sauna,
solarium and massage for maximum guest comfort.

14, Shipka Str.
h 12 map F3
& + 359 2 9489 489
Public transport:
Fax: + 359 2 9489490
Metro, B - 306, 280
cell: +359 886 399 504
Tb - 2, 5
e-mail: reservations@crystalpalace-sofia.com
www.crystalpalace-sofia.com
Single Rooms - 53, Junior Suites - 3, Suites - 10
Room rates: EURO 110 - 250
Crystal Palace is one of the best 4-star hotels in
Sofia because of its great architecture and city
center location. In close proximity to all important
venues in Sofia, the Crystal Palace Boutique Hotel
offers its guests elegantly furnished rooms, relaxing Wellness and SPA center, gourmet restaurant
and convenient business halls.

149, Tsarigradsko Shose Blvd.
h 10 map back
& 02 817 81 00
Public transport:
fax: 02 974 30 90
Bus 114, 1, 6, Metro Station
e-mail: reservations@hotelexposofia.com
www.hotelexposofia.com
Room Rates: EUR 69 – 109
Take advantage and enjoy the central location
of the Best Western Hotel Expo in the heart of
the business area of the Bulgarian capital and
just within 7 minute drive from Airport Sofia.
A step away from Sofia’s premier International
Exhibition and Congress center, the 4 star Best
Western Hotel Expo features 99 rooms, flexible
meeting rooms, a state-of-art Business Lounge
and elegant bar and dining options as well as
lush open-air summer garden. Complimentary
shuttle service to and from Sofia International
Airport, just within 7 minute drive. Enjoy the
central city landmarks by taking the Metro which
is situated just front of the hotel. Within 2 minute
car ride can easily reach the city concert &
sport venue Arena Armeec Hall, several shopping malls and main countryside highways.

fax: 02 986 Enjoy
20 00
your stay!Tm-20,22,
office@sofiacityhotel.com
Metro
www.sofiacityhotel.com
Room rates: EURO 69-169
First-class hotel right in the city centre, close to
the Sofia Opera House. 61 air-conditioned rooms
and suites, Internet access, lobby bar, restaurant, 2 conference rooms, currency exchange
office, sauna, massage center, hair-dresser,
laundry, dry-cleaning and summer garden.

24 Accommodation

76B, James Bouchier Bvld.
h 17 map D3
& +359 2 806 55 55
Public transport:
cell: 0878 44 11 84
Metro
fax: +359 2 806 55 00
e-mail: hotel@hillhotel-sofia.com
www.hillhotel-sofia.com
Single rooms - 14, Double rooms - 34
Room rates: EURO 100 -120 BB
Hill Hotel is a modern 4-star business hotel
located near the city center and just 100 meters
away from the closest subway station. It is close
to the city’s commercial and financial areas and
has easy access to the airport and Central Railway
station. Hill Hotels offers its guests a business
center, large conference hall as well as fitness
and SPA center.

29, Knyaginya Maria Luiza Blvd. h 18 map C2
& 02 980 55 77
Public transport:
fax: 02 980 33 55
Metro; Tm-20,22
e-mail: reservations@marialuisa-bg.com
www.marialuisa-bg.com
Room rates: EURO 75-135

The Maria Luisa hotel occupies an exquisite
building dating back to the turn of the last
century and considered one of the national
cultural monuments. It is situated in the very
heart of Sofia in close proximity to significant
business and administrative centers, Ministries
and Central shop markets. 15 rooms, 5 suites,
restaurant, lobby bar, business centre, parking.
All rooms are beautifully appointed, with luxury
in-suite bathrooms, cable TV, audio equipment,
direct telephone connection, internet access.

64, Tsarigradsko shose Blvd. h 19 map back
& +359 2 42 47 900
Public transport:
fax: +359 2 875 70 00
Metro, B76, 84, 213
E: reservations@metropolitanhotelsofia.com
www.metropolitanhotelsofia.com
Room rates: EURO 108-176
Rooms: Single - 31, Double - 141, Suites - 11,
Corner Studios - 16, Panorama apartments - 2
Stylish urban hotel with unconventional design
welcomes you at the eastern gate of the capital
city – 3 km away from Sofia Airport, 4 km
from Business Park Sofia and within a walking
distance from the International Expo Centre (IEC)
and The Mall shopping centre. Discreet and
thoughtful service, feel-at-home sensation and
varied entertainment make your stay a memorable experience.

115N Tsarigradsko Shosse Blvd. h 20 map back
& /Fax +359 290 43 000
Public transport:
www.novotel.com/8468 Metro; B-84, 204, 604
e-mail: h8468-re@accor.com
Novotel Sofia is ideally located in one of the
most important business districts of Sofia and
is only 10 min from the historical city center and
the airport. This new 4-star hotel is adjacent to
The Mall, one of Sofia’s biggest shopping and
entertainment centers. Either you come for business, for a meeting or with your family, you will
be fascinated by the modern atmosphere and
functionality of its design. WIFI is free of charge
in all hotel spaces. Take advantage of the NOVO
2 Lounge Bar & Restaurant or relax in Balance fitness where massages are also available. Parking
is free for all hotel guests.
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1A, Prof. Hristo Vakarelski. Str.

h 21 map back

& +359 2 963 31 30

reservation@oliveshotel.com
www.OlivesHotel.com
Olives City Hotel is the newest four star business Hotel in Sofia, situated in the most dynamically developing area of the capital. The Hotel
offers services aimed especially at business travelers – hotel accommodation, organizing and
conducting conferences, business and private
events, relaxing services and recreation.
You will recognize the Hotel by the modern business style, 24 hour professional Hotel
services, restaurant with evergreen garden and
friendly atmosphere combined with exquisite
Mediterranean cuisine satisfying every culinary
whim, Lobby bar, 5 meeting rooms. Olive`Spa
Center, offering relaxing and sport services, is the
place where our guests can relax in the hands of
our professional masseur.
Olives City Hotel team is available at any time to
provide the correct service and to meet all guests’
requirements.

Boyana District, 5, Sborishte Square
&/fax: 02 959 05 29
h 35 map back
www.villa-boyana.com
Public transport:
e-mail: villa.boyana@mail.bg
B-107, 64
Room rates: EURO 40-50
Located in the middle of Boyana village, a few
minutes from “National History Museum”, a few
meters away from the world famous “Boyana
Church” and only ten minutes by car from the
downtown of Sofia. Comfortable well-appointed
bedrooms. Special welcomes by request.

Ibis Sofia Airport Hotel

409, Tsar Boris III Blvd.
h 26 map back
Knyazhevo District
Public transport:
& +3592 957 15 09
B-58, 59
cell: +359888 81 89 38
Tm: 5
www.hotelamfora.dir.bg
Room rates: EURO 15 (Suites: EURO 45)
14 rooms and 3 suites. The Amphora family hotel offers you the opportunity to combine
your business engagements in the Bulgarian
capital with a nice rest on the slopes of the
Vitosha mountain. The hotel is situated on
the main road from Sofia to the towns of
Knyazhevo and Vladaya and is only 5 min.
on foot from the public transportation. At the
hotel a guarded parking lot is also available.

132, Mimi Balkanska Str.
h 46 map back
& +35929444488
Public Transport:
fax:+35929444488
Bus 84
e-mail: H9671-FO@accor.com
www.ibis.com
Room rates: EURO 55-65
The brand new Ibis Hotel is ideally located just
500 m from Sofia Airport Center and 2 to 5 minutes driving to Megapark, European Trade Center,
Interexpo Center and Arena Armeets hall. It is
easily accessible by public transport - 1 minute
walking distance to a bus and 1,6 km to metro
station. With 84 standard Ibis rooms, a summer
garden restaurant and 4 meeting rooms, free WiFi,
business corner and office by day services, Ibis
Hotel is perfect for business trips and a smart
choice for weekend breaks.
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Meg-Lozenetz

84, Krum Popov Str.
h 29 map C7
& 02 965 19 70
Public transport:
& 02 963 35 23
Tm-6,9; B-94
Cell: 0889 464 300
Metro /Europian Union/
Restaurant Azaar Spanish Cuisine - 0888 020 020
e-mail: reservation@meg-lozenetz.com
www.meg-lozenetz.com
Room rates: EURO 75-150
It is in the close proximity to the National Palace of
Culture and to the shopping area of the “Vitosha”
boulevard, just 15 minutes by car from Sofia
Airport. The hotel is near Metro Station “Europian
Union”. The hotel has 17 luxury furnished double
and triple rooms. Rooms offer internet connection, AC, mini bar, IDD phone, TV, own heating,
room service. Restaurant, spanish cuisine with
cosy garden, newly opened lobby bar with special
menu, parking.

Hotel Restaurant Montecito
h 32 map back
Phone: +359 2 973 6246
Public Transport:
Cell: +359 88 800 4820
B 5, 6, 7
reservations@hotelmontecito.bg
www.hotelmontecito.bg
Hotel Montecito is situated on the main boulevard, leading to the city center, close to
Sofia Airport, Sofia Business Center and
International Expo Center. The hotel features 101
well-appointed guestrooms, main restaurant,
resembling a small palace, cozy summer garden, outdoor swimming pool and large parking.
Montecito Hall is the newest value in Sofia, luxury
designed in style of The Palace of Versailles,
perfect for special events. Montecito kids is huge
and attractive party center, offers professional
animation and services.

16, Neofit Rilski Str.
h 30 map B4
& 02 952 30 58, 02 953 01 10
Public transport:
fax: 02 951 60 91
Tb-1, 2, 5, 8
& 02 851 19 15 – restaurant
e-mail: office@hotel-niky.com
Room rates: EURO 35-105
16 Suites, 3 Single and 4 Double rooms.
All rooms offer free of charge Internet accesses,
cable T.V., direct telephone line, kitchenette (coffee,
tea making facilities), room service, air-conditioning,
own heating. BBQ restaurant-garden with authentic
bulgarian cuisine.

Slavyanska Beseda Hotel
3, Slavyanska Str.
h 33 map D4
& 02 935 98 35, 02 935 98 33
Public transport:
fax: +359 2 935 98 32, 981 25 23 Tb-9, Tm-12,18
cell: +359 885 02 02 21
Bus-84, 284
e-mail: reception@slavyanska.com
Metro
www.slavyanska.com
Slavyanska Beseda Hotel offers a fantastic location and
an ideal accommodation for both business and leisure
travelers looking for budget and affordable lodging but
who will not sacrifice balanced quality and fair service.
Nested in the heart of the financial, business and
government city quarters. Comfortable and spacious
rooms. All rooms have street view and some balcony.
92 rooms distributed in 5 floors and serviced by one
elevator. Some rooms have experienced significant
upgrades and renovations but, in all cases, rooms are
in proper and correct working condition.

29, Hristo Belchev Str.
h 34 map C4
& + 359 2 4811400
Public transport:
fax: + 359 2 4811401
Tb-1, 2, 5, 8, 9
reservation@sofiaplacehotel.com
www.sofiaplacehotel.com
Room rates: EURO 50 – 90
Located in the heart of the city, near the major
business and shopping centres as well as cultural
monuments Sofia Place Hotel offers 20 modern
designed rooms equipped with telephone, mini bar,
air-condition, Wi Fi, cable TV and central heating.
But our best quality is the staff! Personal attention
to every guest is our “speciality”!
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the 57 rooms are minimized in size however each is
equipped with private bathroom, double bed, TV and
Wi-Fi access, air-conditioning. The earlier you book,
the less you pay. Check in – 2 pm; Check out – 11 am.
Check best rates and book at www.easyhotel.com

Park Hotel Moskva
25, Nezabravka Str.
h 46 map H8
& +3592 971 10 24
Public transport:
e-mail: marketing@parkhotelmoskva.net
Metro
Room rates: EURO 24 - 61
Park hotel Moskva is situated in the most beautiful
and green part of Sofia - the Borisova garden. An ideal
location and easy access to all modes of transport.
The hotel offers 120 rooms and 40 new suites with
panoramic views, 2 restaurants, a summer and a winter
garden, 7 conference halls up to 600 seats, parking
and alot more.

12, Dragovitsa Str.
h 39 map back
& 02 944 89 52
Public transport:
fax: 02 943 34 71
B-11,305,413,72
e-mail: hotel@madridbg.com B- 404;Tm-20,22
www.madridbg.com
Cosy and quiet family hotel, situated close to the
city center and Poduyane railway station. 14 rooms
(2 single, 10 double, 2 double deluxe) and a suite.
Equipped with telephone, air-conditioning,
cable TV, central heating, free internet access.

Hostels
4, Verila Str.
h 37 map B5
& 02 952 08 30
Public transport:
&/fax: 02 951 57 60
Tm-6; Tb-1, 2, 5, 8, 9
cell: 0886 51 35 82
e-mail: kashtata@gmail.com
www.hotelthehouse.com
Rooms rates: EURO 31-43
Located in the very heart of Sofia next to the
National Palace of Culture. All rooms are designed
according to European standards - air-conditioning, separate bath-room, cable TV, Wi-Fi, refrigerator. Equipped with telephone, air-conditioning,
cable TV, central heating, free internet access.
rooms, wireless internet, cable TV, air-conditioning.

Be My Guest Hostel

13, Ivan Vazov Str.
h 41 map D4
& 02 989 50 92
Public transport:
fax: 02 989 00 92
Tb-9, 1, 2, 5, 8
cell: 0889 979 749
Tm-12, 18
e-mail: bemyguest@abv.bg
www.bemyguesthostel.com
Room rates: EURO 10-15
Shared and private rooms ensuite. Located just behind
the “Ivan Vazov“ National Theater. Easily accessible
from the airport by bus number 84 or taxi, and from
central bus and railway station by tram number 18 and
12. If you are looking for simple, comfortable and clean
accommodation, then this hostel is the place for you.

Apartment Rentals
Apartment House Bulgaria
easyHotel Sofia - LOW COST

108, Aldomirovska Str.
h 38 map back
/Todor Alexandrov Blvd./
Public transport:
& 02 920 16 54
Metro, Tm 3, 8,10
fax: 02 822 82 15
e-mail: enquiries@sofia.easyhotel.com
www.easyhotel-sofia.bg www.easyhotel.com
Room rates: EURO 19 - 34 EUR
easyHotel Sofia is part of the British hotel chain easyHotel.co, which is unique for offering modern facilities and
impeccable service at unusually low rates. Situated on
the corner of Aldomirovska Street and the main Todor
Alexandrov Boulevard, the brand new hotel is on just 5
minutes walk from the beating heart of central Sofia. All

16, Nevestina skala Str.
h 43 map back
& + 359 2 8184141
Public Transport:
cell:+ 359 889 687666
Tm 7, Bus 204
fax:+ 359 2 8184243
e-mail: office@apartmenthousebulgaria.com
www.fpihotels.com
Suites: 17
Suite Rates EURO 85 - 160
These serviced apartments for long or short - term rent
are located in Sofia’s Borovo district, with easy access
to the city’s main places of interest. The apartments
are fully furnished and equipped with all you need to
feel at home, including a kitchenette. They are serviced
(cleaned and maintained) as you wish. Apartment House
Bulgaria is part of the Bulgaria Residential Complex,
which includes a 7000 sq.m garden, Inergy Fitness &
SPA Center and a restaurant/bistro.
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bl. 531, Anna Ahmatova Str.,
h 44 map back
Mladost 1A Distr.
Public transport:
Metro
fax /& +359 2 974 41 60
cell: +359 2 887 70 55 30
B-213,88,76, 305
e-mail: blok531@abv.bg
www.block531.com
Are you looking for a good accommodation during your
stay in Sofia? The information for our lodging conditions
shall be useful for you: double rooms and apartments in
a new building, with guaranteed comfort and coziness –
situated in the south-east part of Sofia, Mladost 1A, 5,5
km. from the Sofia airport.

APARTMENT HOUSE SOFIA
4, Golo Bardo Str.
h 42 map B9
Lozenets Distr.
Public transport:
& 02 960 28 88
Metro; Tm-9
fax: 02 960 28 37
e-mail: info@aphouse-sofia.com
Rates: EURO 100-200
Located in the fashionable neighborhood of Lozenets,
the complex is only 2 km away from the ideal center
of Sofia. Furnishing – luxury category, Internet access,
air-conditioning, cable TV with 60 programs, non stop
security of the building, restaurant (catering), medical
services (by order) Brand new, located in the city center
– close to the banks and administrative buildings of
the public institutions. It Brand new, located in the city
center – close to the banks and administrative buildings of the public institutions. It offers 14 apatments,
all equipped with kitchens, direct telephone, Internet
access, laundry, dry-cleaning, cable TV, air-conditioning, security guaranteed. Credit cards accepted.

non-smoking. Smokers can enjoy our balconies
with beautiful city and mountain view. In the apartments you will find fully equipped kitchens for easy
preparation of a quick breakfast or a sophisticated
family dinner. For a long term stay the guests can take
advantage of using washing machine and dishwasher
for additional convenience.
Free for you we provide wi-fi, 180 digital TV channels,
city telephone line and flavoured coffee. We are proud
to offer you a Welcome pack with traditional Bulgarian
food and drinks!

Anyone can do it!
Every Saturday, at top places, in top cities:
Free, organized running for everyone!
The pleasure - to run for pleasure!

Vitosha Apartments - self-catering serviced apartments on and nearby Vitosha Blvd.
35, Tsar Asen Str. (entrance from Uzundzovska Str.)
оffice: +359 2 987 03 88
Public transport:
mobile: +359 897 845 055
metro, Tb 1,2,5,8,9
e-mail: sofia@bgaccommodations.com
facebook.com/VitoshaApartments
www.vitosha-apartments.com
Airport Pick up service
Room rates: EURO 45 - 90 per night

The 15th apartments are specially selected to be
in new and well maintained buildings adjacent to
“Vitosha” Blvd. Located in the top city centre, close
at hand to the National Palace of Culture and the
finest shopping area of Sofia. Аll apartments are

5kmrun.bg
cityinfoguides.com
CITYINFOGUIDES.com
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BULGARIAN SPORT ACHIEVEMENTS

Did you know that with its 220 medals total, Bulgaria ranks around the top 20s in the all-time Olympic medal
table? The Olympic Games will take place from August 5th till August 21st in Rio de Janeiro. Therefore I’ve
got inspired to share with you some of the best Bulgarian sport achievements through the last decades.
One of the long-standing athletic world
records belongs to Stefka Kostadinova.
The Bulgarian won the “High jump” of the
World Championships in Rome back in 1987. For
29 years the score of 2.09 meters has been held
from her and no other has managed to match or
beat this record.

1.

2.

Another unmatched Bulgarian athletic achievement
belongs to Yordanka Donkova. Her record in “100
meters hurdles” set in 1988 continues to be the
benchmark for all women in this discipline. Remarkably,
Donkova set the record three times in 1986 before it was
beaten by her team mate Ginka Zagorcheva in 1987, but
Donkova final mark of 12:21 still stands today.
There is no Bulgarian who will ever
forget the summer of 1994, known
also as the time of the Golden
Generation of Bulgarian football. The most
epic country’s football achievement is the
fourth place finish at the 1994 FIFA World
Cup. The team of Bulgaria, led by Yordan
Lechkov, Nasko Siranov, Emil Kostadinov and Hristo Stoickov (Ballon d’Or winner of the
championship) beat the World Cup holders, back in these days, Germany to make it to the
semi-finals. Unfortunately, a loss against Italy prevented them to reach the final, however they
finished at the world’s top four.
Petar Stroychev became the first person to swim
the treacherous waters of the English Channel in less
than seven hours in 2007. His time of 6 hours and
less than 58 minutes set a new record of the fastest English
Channel swim. In 2012 the Australian Trent Grimsey beat his
time by about 3 minutes, but during his professional career
Petar Stoychev has proven to be counted among the legends
of long-distance (marathon) swimming with numerous titles
in prestigious competitions, including the World Cup (seven-times winner) and the Grand Prix.

3.

4.

Another unbelievable achievement belongs to
Yordan Yovchev, the best Bulgarian gymnast ever
to live. During the Olympic Games in London 2012
became the only gymnastic athlete to ever participate in
six Olympic Games. This definitely is a record in the history
of the world’s sport because no one has ever achieved six
participations on the Olympics in sport like gymnastics,
requiring huge physical efforts. During his sport career Yovchev has won numerous gold, silver
and bronze medals from European Championships, World Championships and Olympic Games
both in the gymnastic disciplines “Rings” and “Floor”.

5.
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Bulgarian restaurant
Chevermeto – whatever is at heart
Bulgarian restaurant “Chevermeto” is the
first authentic, real Bulgarian restaurant in
Sofia established in 1996.
With its opening the restaurant has a tradition
every night the rich musical program to be
attended by a beautiful folklore composition, the
unique Bulgarian folklore and popular songs.
The great Valya Balkanska, the unforgettable
Stefka Sabotinova, Nadka Karadzhova
and Kostadin Gugov have performed at the
restaurant. For years has been singing the
national singer Binka Dobreva from the Mystery
of Bulgarian Voices. The actress and singer
Stefka Berova has also been present in the
restaurant’s repertoire for a long time.
Tanya Skechelieva from the “Filip Kutev”
Ensemble, which won the Pirin Folk Fest
2013, Margarita Popova, Sonya Ivanova and
Ilian Iliev continue to sing at the restaurant
every evening.
The unique Ensemble “Gotse Delchev” –
Sofia performs its beautiful spectacle including
national dances from all regions of the country
every night. In our capital only the Bulgarian
restaurant “Chevermeto” maintains every
evening its unique program for the past 20
years.
Bulgarian restaurant “Chevermeto” combines
authentic atmosphere, dishes from old recipes
and a folklore spectacle. An atmosphere
offering real Bulgarian comfort and returning
us back in time to roots and traditions. For
special occasions as wedding celebrations,
jubilee events and others the restaurant offers
authentic customs. Meeting the guests with
bagpipes, bread with honey and salt, rituals
left as traditions from our ancestors during the
ages. We will take you to a Bulgarian fairytale
as an old as legend.
And maybe that’s the evening you want
to have? This can come true only at our
Bulgarian restaurant “Chevermeto”.
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NDK
- Prono,
1, 1,
Bulgaria
NDK
- Prono,
BulgariaBlvd.,
Blvd.,phone:
phone:+359
+3592299630
630308,
308,cell:
cell:+359
+359885
885 630
630 308
308
Every
day
from
12.00
to
00.00,
www.chevermeto-bg.com
Every day from 12.00 to 00.00, www.chevermeto-bg.com
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Please note: the price guide is an approximate dinner cost
s - up to 25 lv per person; ss - up to 40 lv per person
sss - over 40 lv per person

Bar & Dining

Bulgarian

ss
11, Krakra Str. (map F4)
Open: 12.00-24.00
cell: 0888 880 979
Offers great variety of European cuisine: interest
salad, dishes, desserts & rich list of wine.
Summer & winter garden: 110 seats
Credit cards: accepted

NDK - Prono	
ss
1, Bulgaria Blvd. (map B6)
Open every day: 12.00 - 00.00
& +359 2 9 630 308
cell: +359 885 630 308
e-mail: chevermeto@chevermeto-bg.com
www.chevermeto-bg.com
Restaurant Chevermeto combines authentic atmosphere, dishes prepared according to old receipts
and a folklore show.
Every evening a whole lamb is roasted on fire as
“cheverme”, where the name of the restaurant
comes from. If you want to try all these take your
friends and bring them to Chevermeto, the way
it is done by ministers, presidents, royalties and
celebrities.

Smuggler’s Diner

Pod Lipite
/Under the Linden-Trees/

Club of Architect

s

29B, Hristo Belchev Str. (map C4)
For reservations: 0877 844 531
Real American Diner in the heart of Sofia
Burgers / BBQ / Milkshakes / Breakfast Menu

Beerhouse
Die alte Lampe

ss
2, Kotel Str. (map A8)
& 02 964 03 86, cell: 0885 63 53 23
Open: 11.00-24.00
www.fenerite.com
Authentic Bavarian cuisine and German draft beer.
All credit cards accepted.

Niky Beerhouse

s

16, Neofit Rilski Str. (map B4)
& 02 851 19 15
open: 12.00-24.00
A real green paradise in the center of Sofia. A
great variety of Bulgarian cuisine, wines and draft
beers. Perfect place for any occasion.
aurant.bulgary.bg
Open: 12.00-24.00

ss

Lozenets Distr. (map E7)
1, Elin Pelin Str.
& 02 866 50 53; 02 866 50 59
Open: 12.00-01.00
www.podlipitebg.com
Should you wish to combine an all-in-one tasting
of typical Bulgarian dishes and sensing the artistic
spirit of Old Sofia, book a table at this place. An
authentic folklore
programme every evening.

Restaurant Vodenitzata
Dragalevtsi District (map back)
ss
& 02 967 10 58, fax: 02 967 50 07
Open: 12.00-24.00
www.vodenitzata.com
One of the top ranked restaurants due to its magnificent scenery. During the winter months 2 fireplaces
illuminate the stone walls. The impression of the
programme show can be multiplied by tasting traditional Bulgarian specialities and splash them with the
excellent rakia and wine. Reservations by all means.
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Indian / Nepal

Italian

Gurkha
CICCIONE PANINI BAR
6, Hristo Belchev Str.
&+359 882 503040
Email: h.belchev@ciccione.bg Free WiFi
Мonday-Fraiday 08:00am - 00:00 pm
Satrday-Sunday 10:00 am - 00:00 pm
www.ciccione.bg

€

CICCIONE PANINI BAR
€
Mladost 4 District, Business Park Sofia, Building 10
&+359 885 304020
Email: bp10@ciccione.bg Free WiFi
Мonday-Fraiday 08:00am - 00:00 pm
Satrday-Sunday 10:00 am - 00:00 pm
www.ciccione.bg
CICCIONE PANINI BAR
9, Gen.Joseph Gurko Str.
&+359 882 501599
Email: gurko@ciccione.bg Free WiFi
Мonday-Fraiday 08:00am - 00:00 pm
Satrday-Sunday 10:00 am - 00:00 pm
www.ciccione.bg

Indian

€

Modern concept of dining and social life. Combining
panini bar shop with tables, in which you can find
a variety of Italian sausages, cheeses and wines to
take home or enjoy them on the spot in our cozy
restaurants.
Reservation required for dinner.

La Vitta e Bella

ss
Lozenets Distr.
56, Tsvetna Gradina Str. (map B8)
& 02 865 02 16
cell 0884 939 100
Open: Every day 11:00-24:00
www.gurkhabg.com
Indian and Nepali cuisine. Dishes from all over Asia.
Nice and cozy place. Easy to find, 2 minutes from
NDK, with a range of hotels around - Marinella,
Hilton, Hemus, Lozenets, Apartment House Lozenets,
California, 7 Hills, Greenville... Parking. Wi-Fi zone.
Delivery 11.30-22.00

ss
6, Stara Planina Str. (map E2, Best Western Plus
City Hotel Sofia)
& 02 989 70 07
Open: 12.00 - 23.00
La Vita è Bella is the restaurant of the capital Best
Western Plus City Hotel. The interior is in the spirit
of radiant, relaxed and cozy Italian atmosphere and
in the warm season the garden outside is like a
small Italian city oasis in old Sofia. Great food, great
wines and hearty welcoming – this is what clients
here receive.

Spice House
s
3 Han Asparuh Str. (map B4)
Cell: +359 876 145372
restaurant@spicehouse.bg; www.spicehouse.bg
Open: 12.00 - 22.30
If you want to go on an adventure for your senses the
Indian restaurant “Spice House” is the right place for
you. Here you will be passionate about flavor! Prepared
with the finest quality spices imported from the far-east
as well as handpicked by the Indian chef Parminder
from the best locally produced vegetables and meats all
dishes are authentic Indian cuisine with excellent taste.

International

81, Tzar Asen Str.
ss
Cell: +359 88 555 00 10
Open: Mon-Fri: 10.00-24.00
Sat-Sun: 12.00 - 24.00
www.theclock.bg
facebook.com/TheClockBarFood
The Clock Bar & Food is a really desired place
for organizing themed celebrations and events. The
location is right downtown of the capital, the warm
coziness of brick walls and the aroma of raw wood
supplement the balanced menu. Here we aim to offer
freshness, taste and atmosphere which to bring a positive mood and culinary satisfaction to all our guests.
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The New Fox&Hound

ss

34, Angel Kanchev Str.,
(mapC5)
Cell: +359 876 331 419
& +359 980 74 27
Open: 10.00 - 24.00
Stepping through the doors
of the Fox & Hound is
like traveling back in time
to foggy old Albion. This
lively and friendly British
pub serves excellent food
and an impressive selection of drinks.

The House

ss

4, Verila Str. (map B5)
& 02 952 08 30, 02 951 57 60
cell: 0888 800 376
Open: 12.00-24.00
No matter which of the main dining areas you sit
in at this friendly and comfy house, you’ll receive
amiable service and variety of tasty treats.

prepared with the best products for the season, the
perfect service and the pleasant atmosphere and
music are the essence of Petru’s – one experience for
all senses. Here they create history…
The restaurant offers six halls for adults including
music hall, Japanese room, live cooking show area
and VIP room, winter/summer garden also a playground for children on the theme Angry Birds and own
parking lot for visitors.

Restaurant Tabiet
€€
76 “James Bourchier” Blvd.
& 0888 300 304
Email: manager@tabiet.com Free WiFi
Мonday-Sunday 12:00pm - 00:00 pm
www.tabiet.com
TABIET is among the few classic restaurants with a
garden in Sofia. For the years of its existence and thanks
to its development the restaurant upholds its position as
one of the favorite places of all residents and guests of the
capital. TABIET has two halls indoor. The first one is in old
Italian style “Rustic” with 80 seats. The soft lightening and
fireplace here offer a cozy family atmosphere. The other
hall is in contemporary style with 75 seats, where you
find a mixture between Modernism and Mediterranean
elements with little “Art Deco” in the design.

Pizza
Restaurant Lebed

83, Samokovsko Shose Str. (map back)
ss
& 02 992 11 11
Open: 12.00-24.00
Situated on the very shore of the Pancharevo lake.
2 halls and splendid garden, whose Mediterranean
style and natural beauty make the atmosphere
really romantic. Seafood delights, as well as a rich
collection of selected beverage.

Lozenets Distr.
38 a, Cherni Vrah Blvd.
02 868 83 78
0888 297 457
3, Verila Str.
/ Vitosha Blvd. opposite NDK/

02 988 82 58
0888 297 454
3, Vasil Levski Blvd.
02 988 20 24
0888 297 454
49 B, Bulgaria Blvd.
22, Yerosalim Blvd.
Mladost District
Home delivery:

48, Sveti Naum Blvd.
ss
Cell: +359 876 876 051
www.petrus.bg
restaurant@petrus.bg
Open: 11:00 - 23:30
The visit at Chef Petar Yankov’s place is like going six
nights in a row in a completely different restaurant.
The diversity in the interior will take you on a culinary
journey with many surprises. The excellent cuisine

0700 44 777
Only by us pizzas from
original Italian receipes.
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36 NIGHT LIFE

Bulgarian pop stars
with spectacular concerts
on Pancherevo Lake
Vassil Naidenov with live performance on the occasion of the 12th Birthday of restaurant
“Lebed”. The musical program continues with concerts by Miro and Lyubo Kirov until the
end of the summer.
Once again the restaurant “Lebed” has became an open-air theatre during the summer.
The unique stage just on the Pancharevo Lake is the spotlight, where some of the most
exceptional talents in the Bulgarian pop music are performing live.
After the extraordinary concert by Lili Ivanova and her live band in June, the restaurant
has celebrated its 12th Birthday with amazing live show by Vassil Naidenov on 14th of July.

“We were asking ourselves, if this
was true or not, right after we have received Vassil Naidenov’s confirmation
of his presence on our stage on the
day of our 12th Anniversary. It was a
pleasure for the restaurant’s team that
his overwhelmed talent and charisma
has conquered our guests on our
special occasion.”, shares Tzvetelina
Pavlova from restaurant “Lebed”.

NIGHT LIFE 37
The managers of the restaurant announced the
next two big events that
are coming up until the end
of the summer. On 25th of
August will take place the
concert by Miroslav Kostadinov-Miro. Lyubo Kirov
will perform on the stage
together with maestro
Zhivko Petrov (piano), Angel Dyulgerov (guitars) and
Kalin Velyov (percussion)
on 14th of September. h of
September.

Restaurant Lebed
83, Samokovsko Shose Str.
& 0887 008 888

38 NIGHT LIFE
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Casinos

Casino Sofia

4, Narodno Sabranie Square
(Radisson Hotel BLU)
cell. 0888 77 66 55

Club Stroeja
10, Lege Str.
Reservations: 0885 974666
facebook.com/stroeja
Open: Monday - Sunday 16:00 - 3:00
If you don’t visit “Stroeja” while you’re in Sofia,
it’s like going to the Grand Canyon blind folded.
Well known for its colorful and catchy atmosphere,
the place has evolved as the headquarters of the
alternative and social active people. It comes to no
surprise that “Stroeja” is one of the most cherished
and visited clubs in the capital. Through its 18 year
long history, the bar has kept its music taste swell
and rock solid, don’t miss a chance to check it out.

Princess Sofia

131, Kn. Maria Luiza Blvd. (map C0)
(Sofia Ramada Hotel),
& 02 933 88 88

Viva Casino

Sofia Hotel Balkan (map C3)
& 02 981 57 47, 02 986 35 01,
cell: 0893 729 190
www.groupviva.com

Erotic barS
Club Terminal 1
1, Angel Kanchev Str.
Reservations: 0889 219001
facebook.com/clubterminal1
Open: CLOSED FOR THE SUMMER
You won’t make a mistake if you go straight
from the airport’s Terminal 1 or 2 to Music Club
“Terminal 1”. There you can meet a variety of
people who represent the modern subculture of our
society. You can experience music in all its forms.
From acoustic nights to pure rock ’n’ roll sound
through concerts of world-wide acclaimed artists,
to the subby or dance floor electronic music. Do
yourself a favor and next time you visit Sofia – definitely check this place out…’cause there is always
another way out!

4, Vitosha Blvd.
(map C3)
& +359 2 981 36 63, +359 2 981 07 70
www.FetishSofia.com
Open every day: 9 PM - 4 AM
Friday and Saturday 9 PM - 5 PM
The only and unique FETISH club in Sofia.
Every night you can enjoy the company of 20
highly attractive and hottest girls in most pleasant
atmosphere.
Do not hesitate and call us - we promise to bring
all your fantasies to life!
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Erotic bars

4, Vitosha SERVICES
Blvd.
ESCORT

(map C3)

& +359 2 981 36 63, +359 2 981 07 70

Enigma agency

www.FetishStripClub.com
24, Vrabcha Str.
every50day:
&Open
02 944
70 9PM - 4AM
The0898
only 845
and 571,
unique
FETISH
cell:
0887
800 club
184 in Sofia.
Every night you can enjoy the company of 20
highly-attractive
hottest girls in most pleasant
Hight
CLASSand
- Girls
cell:
0887 670 366, 0876 398 552
atmosphere.
www.hight-class-girls.com
Do not hesitate and call us - we promise to bring
all your fantasies to life!
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Art Shop

4, Vitosha Blvd., Sofia
Mon.-Sun.: 10.30-20.30
Phone: +359 879 947022
www.balkansko-shops.bg
Email: balkansko@trd-bg.com
www.facebook.com/balkansko
With lots of devotion and love we collect the best of
Bulgarian handicrafts! You will find here Bulgarian
traditional souvenirs and cosmetics, silver filigree,
music, paintings, icons, sweets and beverages.
Welcome to Balkansko – Tradition & Spirit!

THE NATIONAL GALLERY

located in the very heart of Sofia
St. Alexander Nevsky Square,
1, 19, February str.
& + 359 2 980 00 93; + 359 2 980 72 62
nag.bg@abv.bg; ngfa@abv.bg
www.nationalartgallery.org
www.foreignartmuseum.bg
Open: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. Closed on Mondays
Representative exposition of Bulgarian and Foreign
art – paintings and sculptures. Widely presented is the
Bulgarian art from the period of the national Revival till
the end of the XX century. It is uniquely harmonized with
the ancient and contemporary art from different parts
of the world – Asia, Africa, Europe and Latin America.

Galleries

PENTIMENTO GALLERY

Classica Gallery
32, Yuriy Venelin Str. (map E5)
& 02 988 24 72
classica.gallery@gmail.com
www.classica.art.bg
Mon –Sun: 10:00 – 13:00
and 17:00 – 20:00

3, Lege Str. (map C3)
100, Cherni Vrah Blvd. Paradise Center, Floor 1
cell: 0894 341 724
www.artgalleryeurope.eu
artdaniela.eu@gmail.com
Mon – Sat: 11.00 - 19.00

8, William Gladstone Str.		
cell: +359 886 757 250
swdv@abv.bg
Tue – Sun – 16.00 – 19.00
Pentimento Gallery opened its doors on November
7th, 2014.

90/B, Lozengrad Str. / St. Stambolov Str.(map C1)
& 088 4444 338
Mon – Fri: 11.00 – 19.00
Sat. 11.00 – 18.00
www. gallery-serdica.com
serdikagallery@abv.bg
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Pentimento Gallery
Art Gallery Pentimento presents the exhibition “Butterfly Mind” of Jordan Koralov’s
hypnagogic or Hypnagonik art - from 4th of August to 24th of August.

Culture Centers - Programme
Goethe-Institut
Budapesta-Str. 1
1000 Sofia, Bulgaria
& +359 2 939 0100, 0101
fax +359 2 939 0199
mail: info@sofia.goethe.org

www.goethe.de/sofia

Polish Institute in Sofia
12, Veslets Str.
& +359 2 981 09 07
Fax +359 2 981 57 44
sofia@instytutpolski.org
Twitter: @PLISofia
Web: www.institutpolski.org
FB: facebook.com/polski.institut.sofia
Photography exhibition by Agnieszka Rayss within the Month of Photography 2016
13th June – 31st August 2016
Agnieszka Rayss is a photographer, whose field of work is documentary photography. She is two-time winner of the Picture
of the Year award in 2011 and 2012, two-time finalist in the Hasselblad Masters Award, winner of press photography
competitions. Recipient of a scholarship from the Ministry of Culture in 2012 and from the Visegrad Fund in 2007.
We invite you to see her works from the albums “American Dream”, “I Reminisce and Cry for Life” and “Beautiful Bodies”.
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Sofia Opera and Ballet
1, Vrabcha Str.
& 02 987 13 66
www.operasofia.bg

National Music & Ballet Center - Sofia

100, Vasil Levski Blvd.
& 02 943 19 79
www.musictheatre.bg
www.arabesque.bg

SOFIA THEATRE
23A Yanko Sakazov Blvd.
phone.: +359 2 944 24 85
+359 878 92 75 21
www.sofiatheatre.eu

Theatre Bulgarian Army
98, Rakovski Str.
& 02 987 23 03
www.tba.art.bg
facebook.com/armytheatre

1, Aksakov Str. www.sofiaphilharmonie.bg
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Museums
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Archaelogical
6 Museum

Permanent and temporally exhibitions at: Prehistory
Hall, Vault, Central
Hall, Middle Ages Hall. The famous
7
Vulchitrun gold treasure is among the most precious
8
exhibits in Bulgaria’s
oldest museum.
2, Saborna Str.
9
(next to the Bulgarian
Nat. Bank)
& 02 988 24 06
www.naim.bg 10
Open: Tue-Sun, 10.00-17.00
6

Earth and Man
National Museum
7

A unique mineralogical museum, which keeps more than
8 collected all over the world.
20 000 samples
4, Cherni Vrah Blvd.
9
& 02 865 66 39
www.earthandman.org
Open: Tue-Sat, 10.00-18.00
10
6
7

Park Museum
8 - Vrana

The park where the Vrana royal palace is located has an
area of 968 acres. There are 821 decorative plants in it.
Routs, ready for9 the visitors, are about 350 acres. In 2001
Simeon Sakskoburggotski donated most of the park to
Capital Municipality
as in the agreement there is a clause
10
for free access6of citizens.
381, Tsarigradsko Shose
& 02 963 45 66
7
Open: Only Saturday
and Sunday: 10.00 - 16.00
8

National History
Museum
9

The museum stores more than 650 000 exhibits and is
one of the largest history museums on the Balkans. It also
10 recent Thracian gold discoveries.
exhibits amazing
6
Boyana, 16, Vitoshko Lale Str.
7
(Residence Boyana,
Palace 1)
& 02 955 42 80
www.historymuseum.org
8
Open: Mon-Sun, 09.30 -18.00
9

National Historical-archaelogical
church Museum
10

The museum contains more than 11 000 shrines and historical
monuments such as icons, prints, carvings, books, liturgical utensils,
models of ancient churches, photo albums temples and manuscripts
of bishops and leaders, including Exarch Antim I, Exarch Joseph I,
Metr. Clement of Tarnovo, Neophyte Bozveli and etc.
Square Sveta Nedelya
& 02 989 01 15; 02 988 39 50
Open: Mon-Sun 09.00 - 17.00
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National Museum of Natural History - BAS

The richest museum of natural history on the
Balkans. Over a million specimens of animals,
plants and minerals.
1, Tsar Osvoboditel Blvd.
(near the Russian Church)
www.nmnhs.com
& 02 987 41 95
Open: Mon–Sun, 10.00-18.00

National Military - History Museum
The richest Bulgarian state collections
of weapons, uniforms, insignia,
flags, military seals, photographs.
92, Cherkovna Str.
& 02 2 946 18 05
mail: m.museum@bol.bg
www.militarymuseum.bg
Open: Wed-Sun, 10.00-18.00

Royal Palace - Ethnographic Museum

Temporary exhibitions from Bulgarian and foreign
artists.
1, Knyaz Alexander I Square
& 02 980 00 93,
& 02 980 72 62
Open: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Closed on Mondays

National Polytechnic Museum

Permanent expositions: watches, safety lamps,
surveying equipment, physical appliances,
automobiles, communication equipment,
communication equipment.
66, Opalchenska Str.
& 02 931 80 18
Open: Mon-Fri, 09.00-17.00

Socialist Art Museum

The exposition, within a hall and a sculpture park,
presents examples of Bulgarian art, created within
the period 1944–1989, thematically related to
the period of socialism and the realistic trends of
art - workers, farmers and leaders of the proletariat.
7, Lachezar Stanchev str.
& 02 902 18 62
Open: 10:00 – 18:00 Closed on Mondays
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Airline Companies

Car Rentals

& 02 402 04 00
e-mail: callFB@air.bg
For sales and reservations:
& 02 402 04 05, 02 402 04 06
e-mail: tickets@air.bg
Internet reservation: 02 402 04 61
e-mail: online@air.bg
www.air.bg

53, Nikola Vaptsarov (map back)
& 02 439 02 22/ 23
fax: 02 439 12 25
e-mail: office@hertz.bg
Sofia Airport: & 029 459 217

Bus Lines

Language for Foreigners

Trust, safe and comfort!
Reserve and buy your tickets on-line on:
www.busticket.bg
Sofia, Veliko Tarnovo, Varna, Burgas, Ruse,
Stara Zagora
Central bus station – ticket office No.7
&+359 (2)988 45 51
&+359 886 554 884
&+359 888 485 620
e-mail:viki@biomet.bg; www.biomet.bg

ST. KLIMENT OHRIDSKI UNIVERSITY OF SOFIA
DEPARTMENT FOR LANGUAGE TEACHING
AND INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS (DLTIS)

Sofia 26, Cherni Vrah Blvd.
cell: +359 8877 88 077; 0700 19993
www.darytravel.com
Every Thursday and Saturday – bus tickets
from every city of Bulgaria – directly to Italy,
France, Spain and Portugal. Perfect servicing
during your trip and discount prices for our
regular costumers.
With pleasure we offer you:
Airplane tickets, trips and vacations
Bus trips and vacations
Individual trips, depending on your preferences
and interests
Hotel reservations for hotels worldwide
Bus tickets for Europe

CENTRAL BUS STATION

100, Knyaginya Maria Luiza Blvd. (map C0)
& 0900 21 000
www.centralnaavtogara.bg

27 Kosta Lulchev Street, 1111 SOFIA
& (+359 2) 8710 069, (+359 2) 971 71 62,
Fax: (+ 359 2) 870 53 28
E-mail: desk@deo.uni-sofia.bg
www.deo.uni-sofia.bg
Bulgarian Language for Foreigners
One-to-One/two Course
Minimum 20 hrs * 19 lv
Mini Group Course – 3 persons
Minimum 20 hrs * 10 lv
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF BULGARIAN LANGUAGE
AND CULTURE
STANDARD COURSE
3 weeks (5-day week), Fee: 599 lv.
INTENSIVE COURSE
2 week (6-day week), Fee: 549 lv.
STANDARD TEST OF BULGARIAN AS A
FOREIGN LANGUAGE
All the 5 CEFR/ALTE levels:
A2, B1, B2, C1 and C2 Fee per level: 369 lv.

EMERGENCY NUMBER - 112
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Diplomatic Missions

contacts

4, Shipka Str.
Canadian Honorary Consulate 7, Pozitano Str.
Germany
25, Fr. Joliot-Curie Str.
Sovereign Order of Malta
92, V. Levski Blvd., fl.2
Netherlands
15, Oborishte Str.
United States of America
16, Kozyak Str.
Austria

Info Center

phones

additional information

& 02 932 90 32
& 02 969 97 10
& 02 918 38 00
& 02 843 98 61
& 02 816 03 00
& 02 937 51 00

www.bmeia.gv.at/botschaft/sofia
e-mail: general@canada-bg.org
www.sofia.diplo.de
e-mail: info@smom-sofia.com
www.netherlandsembassy.bg
www.usembassy.bg

Translations
Fides Interconsult Ltd.

Underpass of St. Kliment Ohridski Univercity of Sofia
and Metrostation St. Kliment Ohridski
Open: Mon - Fri 9.30 - 18.00 (winter)
& 02 491 83 44/ 45

national tourist information centre
Sofia, 1, Sv.Nedelya Sq.
& +3592 9335811; +3592 9335826
www.bulgariatravel.org

Medical Services

ISO 9001:2008
Lloyd’s Register Quality Assurance
Translation, document legalization
4, Sv. Kliment Ohridski Str. (map F4)
(next to SU “Kliment Ohridski”)
& /fax: 02 946 13 92; 02 943 86 65
cell: 0887 792 282
e-mail: office@fides.bg
www.fides.bg

Tourist Services

City Hospitals & Clinics
127 Okolovrasten pat str., 1407 Sofia
& +359 2 960 4949
cityhospitals.bg
Reception Phone: 0700 33 900

BULGARIA Wine Tours
117, 6th September Blvd., 4000 Plovdiv
+359 (0) 884 455 405
+359 (0) 888 487 113
e-mail: info@bulgariawinetours.com
www.bulgariawinetours.com
Memorable wine tours to premium wineries
in Bulgaria.

MHATEM “N.I.Pirogov”
Emergency : 02/ 915 44 11
1606 Sofia, 21, Totleben Blvd
diagnostics, therapy, education and training, scientific research, methodology, emergency help.

Railway
Central Railway Station
Knyaginya Maria Luiza Blvd. (map C0)
& 02 931 11 11, 02 932 33 33

www.bdz.bg

Locksmith Services
Locksmith Ltd.
Lozenets District
27, Tsvetna gradina Str.
(map C8)

0888 41 92 88
& 02 963 00 66

Your complimentary copy of the Sofia City®Info Guide is
available from hotel rooms, hotel receptions and other public
areas at the following top-class Hotels & Services Apartments:

HOTELS
êêêêê
Arena di Serdika
Balkan Hotel Sofia
Grand Hotel Sofia
Hilton Hotel
Holiday Inn Sofia Hotel
Radisson BLU

êêêê

SUBSCRIPTION
DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS:
Austria
Canada
Malta
Netherlands
USA

ê

êêê

easyHotel
Madrid Hotel

Amfora Hotel
Arte Hotel
Astra Hotel
Hotel Villa Boyana
Ibis Hotel
Montecito Hotel
Legends Hotel
Meg-Lozenetz Hotel
Niky Hotel
Park Hotel Moskva
Sofia Place Hotel
Slavyanska Beseda Hotel

Best Western Hotel Expo
Best Western City Hotel Plus
Boutique Hotel Crystal Palace
Downtown Hotel
Gloria Palace
Hill Hotel
Maria Luisa Hotel

êê

Metropolitan Hotel
Novotel Sofia Hotel
Olives City Hotel
Ramada Hotel

The House Hotel

APARTMENT RENTALS
& HOSTELS
Apartment House Bulgaria
Apartment House Sofia
Block 531
Be My Guest Hostel
VIP Apartments
Vitosha Apartments

Inter Expo Center
Airport Sofia - Terminals 1, 2 Information Center Sofia
Galleries
Airline Companies
Real Estate Agencies
Business Centres
Top Restaurants and Bars
Car Hire Companies
Travel Agencies
Central Bus Station

OTHERS

Cultural Institutes

COMMERCIAL AND ECONOMIC SECTION OF THE EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF
BULGARIA IN:
FRANCE, GERMANY, GREECE, KAZAKHSTAN, MONTENEGRO, MACEDONIA, ROMANIA, SERBIA,
SLOVAK REPUBLIC, SLOVENIA, THE NETHERLANDS, UK

VIP AIRPORT SOFIA

& 02 980 85 01

www.cityinfoguides.com

